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August 3, 2011


Dear Parents:

Pee Dee Elementary has received the School Improvement classification of Planning to Restructure for the 2011-2012 school year based upon the guidelines set forth in the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.  The school has received this classification because the school missed meeting the performance objectives in one or more subgroups for five consecutive years. Pee Dee Elementary must achieve AYP for two consecutive years to exit School Improvement.

The No Child Left Behind legislation uses Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) to measure how a school has improved in reaching each student achievement goal.  The AYP goal of No Child Left Behind is for each school to make yearly gains to show that all students will score Met or Exceeded Standard on PASS no later than the end of the 2013-2014 school year.  This is a very high standard and the school is working diligently to meet the goals set forth in the legislation.

Pee Dee Elementary did not meet the AYP goal for the 2010-2011 school year in the following categories:
· ELA: Disabled & African American 
· Math: Disabled

The following strategies have been implemented by the school and district to assist in meeting the AYP goal for the 2011-2012 school year:
· The school and district have offered parents the option of transferring their children to a school that is not in School Improvement for the 2011-2012 school year.
· The district, school staff, parents, and community members will develop and implement an improvement plan to target areas not met in the AYP goal.
· The district/school will provide school staff, parents, and members of the community opportunities to review the plan and share questions, concerns, or recommendations during the implementation of the plan.
· The district will provide appropriate scientifically research-based professional development that will assist in improving academic achievement of low-performing students.
· The district will offer Supplemental Educational Services (free tutoring) to eligible income students.
· The school will offer an after school program for 2011-2012 school year.
· The district will provide interventions for identified students in each subgroup failing to reach its goal.
· The school will offer computer assisted instruction such as Compass Learning Odyssey software correlated to MAP.  Compass Learning is a research-based curriculum that delivers targeted, explicit instruction aligned with state and national standards.
· The school will utilize Imagine It Phonics and Burst to ensure reading success through instruction in phonics, phonemic awareness, and comprehension. 

To support the school’s efforts in meeting the AYP goals, parents are asked to provide the following assistance:
· Communicate expectations so that your child behaves appropriately at school, is prepared for class each day, completes homework daily, reads daily, and attends school regularly for the entire school day.
· Attend parent-teacher conferences, Open House/family nights, Title I meetings, volunteer and visit in classrooms.
· Attend parenting workshops that focus on instructional strategies and standards related to the core curriculum.
· Attend Family Reading Night each month.
· Attend meetings held for the purpose of discussing the implementation and progress monitoring of the school improvement plan.
· Volunteer to serve on a School Improvement Planning Team.

If there are any questions concerning the School Improvement status of Planning to Restructure for the 2011-2012 school year, please do not hesitate to contact me at 397-2579 or Judy Stall, Coordinator of Title I at 488-6809.


Sincerely,
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